
PENTECOST 
(the extras that didn't make the sermon) 

Here's all the stuff I thought was exciting, but wasn't sure anyone else would (and, more to 
the point, didn't serve the major emphases of the message). Enjoy! 

 

ONE - THE GREEKS TOOK OVER 

Even though Pentecost is a Hebrew holiday, 
the word “Pentecost” is a Greek word that 
means “fiftieth”. In Hebrew, it’s actually 
called “Shavuot”, or “Feast of 50 days”. It’s 
interesting because Pentecost isn't a 
translation of Shavuot. It's merely a Greek 
accounting of the days from Passover to 
Pentecost, seven weeks (or 50 days). This 
likely comes from the fact that Shavuot had 
become known as the “Feast of 50 Days” 
and then eventually shortened to Pentecost. 

TWO - BEHIND THE SCENES 

Biblical authors often use wordplay to draw 
attention to key ideas and concepts. 
However, those of us who are not Greek 
speakers don't get to enjoy all the fantastic 
behind-the-scenes details. 

For example, the NIV translation we used 
Sunday reads,"When the day of Pentecost 
came” (vs. 1). The literal rendering of the 
underlying Greek is, ”When the days of 
Pentecost were filled”". That word "filled" is 
based on the same root verb used 
throughout the passage. In verse 2, we 
read, the sound like a violent wind 
“filled the whole house." In verse 4, we see 
"all of them were were filled with the Spirit.”  

The point of the repetition seems to be an 
emphasis on how completely and 

thoroughly God's Spirit comes to live in and 
fill God's people. 
 

THREE - DOZENS MORE THEOPHANIES 

We only addressed three 
"theophanies" (moments where God 
showed up) in the sermon; Mt Sinai, 
Solomon's Temple, and the coming of the 
Spirit at Pentecost. There are dozens more 
with the same design patterns. Here are a 
few examples of related symbolism. Job 
38:1; 40:6; Deut 4:11, 12; 2 Samuel 5:24; 
Psalm 104:3, 1 Kings 19:11; Ezekiel 43:2; 
Exodus 3:2; 1 Kings 18:38, 39; Ezekiel 1:27; 
1 Chron. 21:26 

I think this is worth considering. If Luke, the 
author of Acts, was employing Hebrew 
Scripture design patterns to indicate this 
was God making an entrance at Pentecost, 
then it's important to note that the "God" 
who actually shows up is the Spirit. Placing 
the Spirit where you would expect to see 
God is a not-so-subtle reference to the 
Spirit's deity. Often, these sorts of allusions 
aren't explicit, but instead are baked into 
the language of the text itself. 

(Continued on other side) 

https://biblehub.com/2_samuel/5-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/104-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_kings/19-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezekiel/43-2.htm


FOUR - THE REVERSAL OF HUMAN 
FAILURE 

There are quite a few interesting 
connections between the First Testament* 
and Pentecost. Pentecost seems to be an 
"undoing" of many of the significant failures 
recorded in Hebrew Scriptures. I read 
dozens of scholars on this passage. All of 
them noted that Pentecost had morphed 
from strictly a harvest festival (Ex 23:14-17; 
Deut. 16:16) to a celebration of receiving 
the law at Mt. Sinai. I'm confident there are 
more parallels, but scholars have pointed 
out the following connections, among 
others. 

At Babel, there was a division of nations 
and languages. (Gen. 11:9) At Pentecost, 
there was a coming together of nations and 
languages. (Acts 2:8-11) 

At Mt Sinai, when they had made the 
golden calf, the text reads: ”…about 3000 
died.” (Exodus 32:28) At Pentecost, 
following Peter's sermon, the text utilizes 
the same language: ”…about 3000 were 
saved" (Acts 2:41) 
 

* I'm really trying to get away from saying the Old 
Testament. It seems to discourage disciples from 
digging into the many rich connections from which 
the New Testament authors drew. It might be kind 
of silly, but I think there's a lot of misunderstanding 
of what Jesus and the Apostles were saying and 
doing, because we don't put much time or effort 
into the Scriptures that they were using. 

*
FIVE - THE BENEFITS OF THE SPIRIT 
LIVING IN US 

Finally, here is a list of the passages from 
Sunday referencing the blessings we can 
anticipate because we don’t find God at a 
temple but rather have the Spirit of God 
living in us. 

-The experience of God's love and 
presence - Rom. 5:5; Rom. 8:15; 
Gal. 4:6;1 John 3:24; 4:13 
-Freedom - Rom. 7:6; Rom. 8:4 
-Confidence of eternal life - Rom. 8:10, 11; 
2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13 
-Desire for eternity - Rom. 8:23 
-Helping us pray - Rom. 8:26; Eph. 6:18; 
Jude 1:20 
-Overflow of hope - Rom. 15:13 
-Access to the thoughts of God - 1 Cor. 
2:11 
-Renewal - 1 Cor 6:11; 1 Pet 1:2 
-Transformation - 2 Cor. 3:18; Heb. 9:14 
-Spiritual life and power -  Eph. 3:16 
-Relationship with other disciples - Phil. 
1:27; 2:2 
-Joy - 1 Thess. 1:6 
 


